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The World Council and the Old Catholic Church 


"Le Sillon' (The Furrow), the French monthly periodical of the Old 
Catholic Church, has published in its last number a lecture delivered by the 
Rev. Couzi on Ma 27th on the World Council of Churches, which was broadcast 
over the Lausanne radio programme, In this lecture Pater Couzi describes the 
World Council "as one of the most recent and happy experiments in the vast 
movement towards a real unity after which Christianity has been striving for 
the last 25 years", Describing the attitude of the World Council towards the 
Old Catholic Church, he stressed that "for the last 73 years all our synods 
have been concerned with the problem of the union of the Churches... Provost 
Ignaz Doellinger, Father Hyacinthe Loisy and Abbé Eugéne Michaud are especial- 
ly mentioned as leaders in ecumenical thought in the Old Catholic Church, 


"Tf some may think that there are certain personalities in the Protestant 
world trying to monopolize the present ecumenical movement, this is to deny 
the evidence, to refuse to recognise the influence of the Orthodox, Anglican 
and Old Catholic Churches. The simple truth is this, that the World Council 
is a magnificent effort on the part of Christians to regain their former 
unity of the days of the first millenium. It even shows great promise, for 
it is formed in obedience to the command of the Divine Lord: 'Be one{' The 
unity for which it is seeking is on the basis of faith, hope and charity; it 
will be realised by the Churches and their members reaching up towards Jesus 
Christ." E.P.S, Geneva 


The United Bible Societies 


In May 1946, the representatives of various national Bible Societies 
drew up the statutes of the "United Bible Societies". This organisation was 
created in order to facilitate co-ordination of their efforts in the work of 
Bible distributing, exchange of information and the creation of Bible Soceties 
in those countries where the work of distributing the Bible is still under- 
taken by foreign Societies, Sixteen Societies accepted the statutes proposed 
and from June 18, to 23, 1947, the Executive Committee of the United Bible 
Societies, consisting of delegates from each Society, gathered at Amersfoort 
in Holland for its first meeting. 
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Executive Committee.- The problems on the agenda related to the organisa- 
tion of the Society, its activities, its relationship with other ecumenical 
organisations, the need for the Scriptures throughout the world, and the 
measures to be taken to meet this need. Bishop Berggrav of Oslo was elected 
Chairman of the Society; Dr John R, Temple, General Secretary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, was elected General Secretary of the Society which 
will have its headquarters in London, The office opened in Geneva by the 
American Bible Society next-door to the World Council of Churches becomes the 
United Bible Societies' branch office for Europe. 


Coordination of Efforts.- The destruction and the restrictions imposed 
on printing by the war in Europe, together with the extraordinarily rapid 
growth of literacy in Africa, China, India and elsewhere have considerably 
increased the demand for the Scriptures. In view of these incalculable world 
wide needs of Churches and missions, coordination of effort is more essential 
than ever before, and the funds at the disposal of the Societies, and the 
printing and binding materials which they are able to purchase are insufficient 
to meet these needs, 


The Bible and Evangelism.- A further immense problem was raised under 
the title of "The Bible Societies and World Evangelism", The Bible Societies 
welcome the revival of interest in the Bible which is shown in numerous 
Churches, but they also note the fact that, only too often,experience in the 
use of the Bible is lacking, and both in parish work as well as in evangelism 
methods of arousing interest in the Bible and rendering it indispensable to 
the believer, as well as making such effective use of itsthat everyone seeks 
after the Word of Life, are insufficiently known. The Executive Committee of 
the United Bible Societies resolved to send messages on this subject to the 
International Missionary Council and to the World Council of Churches. 


Resolution.- The following resolution was also passed amongst others: 
"That the United Bible Societies express to the World Council of Churches 
their deep appreciation of the invaluable aid rendered through its emergency 
service for the distribution of the Scrintures to prisoners of war and needy 
civilians of Europe and their hope of continued fellowship in service in which 
the United Bible Societies will seek: to carry their full responsibility." 
E.P.S. Geneva 


POLAND . Ecumenical Bible Week 


After the Prayer Week in Warsaw in January 1947, which was observed by 
the different branches of Protestantism in Poland, it was decided to continue 
the ecumenical efforts in a "Bible Demonstration Week" (June 16-22), The 
planning resulted ultimately in an Ecumenical Bible Week programme containing 
the following features: 


Various foreign representatives brought greetings from abroad: Pastor 
Wickstrom of the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches, 
Dr RT. Hopkins of the Disciples of Christ in America, Dr Edwin Bell and Dr 
Farnum of the Northern Baptists Association in America, and Pastor Rasmussen 
of the Lutheran Church of Denmark, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 | 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin. 1947-07-04 14 26 
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Among the lecturers were Bishop Jan Sueruda of the Polish Lutheran 
Church, and Dr K. Wolfram, Dean of the Theological Faculty of the University 
of Warsaw. Archbishop J. Prochniewski of the Mariawic Church and other clergy- 
men continued the series. Every day was opened with a Bible study conducted 
by clergymen from the Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist and Reformed Churches, 
Practical subjects were also presented by the representatives of the various 
denominations, Special youth gatherings were held, aiming at.a firmer organ- 
isation among academic youth. 


On Sunday June 23 a large ecumenical service was held in the Reformed 
Church in which clergymen from ten different denominations took part. The 
closing services were held in the Roma Auditorium, the lergest auditorium 
available in Warsaw. Members of the Government and foreign embassies were 
officially invited. 


An outstanding feature of the Bible Week was the presentation of Bibles 
to Government officials. A special delegation called upon the President of 
the Republic, Mr. Bierut, and presented him with a copy of the Bible. Mr. 
Bierut promised to keep it as a treasured memory of the visit. He added that 
the Government will continue to grant full religious liberty and freedon of 
worship in Poland. He hoped that the Protestants will continue their activity 
because of the need of a spiritual foundation for strengthening the morai. 
fibre of the people. The delegation was composed of Rev. Michelis, Chairman 
of the Polish Ecumenical Council, Pastor Wickstrom, of the World Council 9° 
Churches, the Rev. Eric Duncan of the World's Student Christian Federatic: , 
the Rev. Sargent, of Warsaw, the Rev. Rasmussen, of Denmark, and Dr Farnun of 
the United States, 


This Bible Week marks a very definite step forward in ecumenical effort 
in Poland and in the further development of the ecumenical spirit in this war- 


devastated country. E.P.o. Geneva 
INDIA Rural Reconstruction 


An important feature of Christian activity in India is the rural recon- 
struction, Under the leadership of the late Mr. K.T. Paul, the first Indian 
National Secretary of the Y.M.C.A.s, this Christian youth organisation has 
pioneered in the movement for rural welfare work, A Training Institute was 
opened in Martandam in 1924, ‘The total number of men and women thus trained 
up to the end of 1946 was no less than 1686. 


But the training provided at Martandam was not long and intensive enough 
to enable the trainees tc take up village-uplift seriously. With the object, 
therefore, of extending and improving the training given at Martandam so as 
to enable the students to make rural reconstruction their life-work and of 
helping them to engage successfully in practical village improvement work in 
various parts of India, Burma and Ceylon, where no such work is at present 
being done, the National Council of the Y.M.C.A. in India have arranged %9 
start this year a Rural Welfare Workers! Training Institute at their kural 
Demonstration Centre in Martandam, 


A full ten months theoretical and practical course in all aspects of 
rural reconstruction will be provided by this Institute from July 1, 1947 till 
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April 30, 1948, The subjects taught are: Principles and methods of rural re- 
construction - Cooperation - Agriculture and horticulture on scientific lines - 
Rural health and sanitation - Animal husbandry, including poultry-keeping, 
cattle, goat, sheep, swine and rabbit-breeding - Textile hand-loom weaving, 
dyeing and printing - Apiculture - Sericulture - Pisciculture - Rural recrea~ 
tion - Adult literacy work - Boys' work and youth work. The staff of the 
Institute will consist of experienced rural reconstruction workers and a few 
distinguished visiting lecturers who will give personal attention to the 
students. 


Dr W.M. Hume, Associate General Secretary of the National Council of 
Y.M.C.A.es of India, Burma and Ceylon, speaking of this extended work, said 
that the Y.M.C.A. "feel it extremely important for them to continue this 
pioneering leadership in the rural field at a time when India is coming into 


new freedom," HePeo.e Geneva 
PRANCE National Synod of the Reformed Church 


The National Annual Synod of the Reformed Church of France met from May 
31st to June 3rd at Mazamet. Almost 80 delegates from 16 districts were 
present at the Assembly. A solemn service with Holy Communion was attended 
by a large congregation, 


An open invitation was also given to the public to give them an opport- 
unity of getting to know the Protestant point of view. Two nights in succes- 
sion the large town hall was filled with people for a lecture on "Christianity 
and Peace" by Pastor Elie Lauriol of Paris, and on "Protestantism and Liberty" 
by Professor Jean Cadier. This shows that the National Synod did not consider 
the work within the districts and Churches as sufficient: it also wished for 
the voice of the Reformed Church to be heard on certain general themes out- 
side its own sanctuary. 


Pastor Marc Boegner was re-elected President; Pastors Pierre Maury and 
Mourgues Molines were elected vice-presidents. The Synod was attended by 
pastors from Alsace-Lorraine, the Waldensian Church in Italy, the Church of 
Geneva, Vaud, Neuchatel, the Belgian Missionary Church and the Belgium Evan- 
gelical Church, the Reformed Church of Hungary, and by a representative of 


Spanish Protestantism and the Churches of America, BePeo. Geneva 
SCOTLAND Inter-Church Conference. on Church Building 


Following upon the announcement by the Secretary of State that the 
Scottish Churches were to be granted permission for building and rebuilding up 
to the anount of £1,000,000, over a period of two years, an important con- 
ference was held, attended by representatives of the Church of Scotland, the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Episcopal Church in Scotland, the Congregational 
Union, the Baptist Union, the Salvation Army, the Methodist Church, the United . 
Free Church, the Free Church, the Free Presbyterian Church, the Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church, the Original Secession Church, the Society of Friends, the 
Christian Science, and Jewish communities. I1t was presided over by the Very 
Rev. Dr John White, Convener of the Church of Scotland Committee on Church 
Extension, The Conference was historic in that it consisted of every denomina- 


tion and the atmosphere was one of complete cordiality and cocperation. 
EeP.S. Geneva 
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US. The Ecclesiastical Academy at Etchmiadzin 


The Ecclesiastical Academy of the Armenian Church at Etchmiadzin has 
completed its first year. Etchmiadzin is the centre of the whole Armenian 
Church and the seat of the Supreme Catholicos. The courses at the Academy 
take six years, and 35 students have finished their first year. They receive 
board, lodging and clothing from the Academy. 


The curriculum was worked out by the Catholicos himself, George VI. He 
launched an appeal to the Armenian minorities all over the world to try and 
obtain "foster-parents" for the students, whose numbers continue to increase, 
During the new academic year which will begin next November the number of 
students will be doubled, E.eP.o. Geneva 


Brief News 


Hungary:- The Ecumenical Committee of Hungary was reconstituted on June 17, 
1947. Bishop Laszlo Ravasz and Dr Albert Radvansky were elected Presidents; 
Professor L. Pap was elected Executive Vice-President, and Professor Barnabas 
Nagy Secretary. It was decided to create a study-commission, a youth commis-~ 
sion and a commission for international affairs. The youth commission will 
take place of the former Ecumenical Youth Commission. The ecumenical youth 
work in Hungary will thus become an integral part of the Hungarian Ecumenical 
Committee. The Methodists, Baptists and Orthodox were urged to cooperate, 


England:- The University of Cambridge has bestowed the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Divinity on Professor N, Berdiaiev (Paris), the well-known Russian 
Christian thinker and philosopher, Professor Berdiaiev received the honour 

at the same time as the Foreign Secretary, Mr, Bevin, and Field-Marshall Wavell 
who both received the Degree of. Doctor of Law. 


Greece:= The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church issued an appeal to 
Greek guerrillas to "return to their fanilies'', The Synod guaranteed, on be- 
half of the government, that no measures will be taken against those who lay 
down their arms. 


United States:- First Eskimo ever ordained in Alaska to the Presbyterian 
ministry, the Rev. Roy Ahmaogak, of Barrow, Alaska, was given orders by the 
Yukon Committee of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Mr. Ahmaogak has 
translated the Gospel of Mark and the Epistle t the Romans into Eskimo, and 

is now working on translations of other New Testament books. He has also com- 
piled the first primer ever printed for Arctic Eskimos. 


United States:- The Cklahoma Council of Churches has organised a wheat relief 
project designed to send one million bushels of wheat overseas to war stricken 
countries, during the coming harvest season, A permanent organisation to 
direct this project was formed. Grain dealers estimated the yield in Ckla- 
homa to be in the neighbourhood of 100 million bushels during the present 
year. Shipment and overseas distribution is through Church World Service, 
interdenominational Protestant relief agency. Persons not having grain give 
money to help pay overseas shipping costs. 

Brazil:- The Board of Social Action of the Methodist Church has organised a 
Deaconess Movement. According to its constitution, girls from other evangel- 
ical Churches can also become deaconesses,. EePeos Geneva 
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FRANCE Conference of Evangelical Chaplains Among German 
Prisoners of War 


From June 23 to 30, 1947, in La Valbonne (Gard), where the work for 
lepers is being built up again with the help of German prisoners, all the 180 
chaplains met at the invitation of the AumOnerie militaire protestante. The 
whole meeting was in the hands of God, representing the Church under God's 
judgment and mercy. The remoteness of the meeting-place, which was formerly 
a Carthusian monastery, was excellently suited for this week of intellectual 
work and community. 


In addition to the Bible work of the separate groups, consideration was 
given primarily to the present and future work of the prisoners’ Church, the 
relations between this Church and the outside world, and its relation to the 
French Protestant Church, Experiences during work were discussed, preaching, 
the spiritual care of prisoners and the sick, collaboration with laymen, rela- 
tions with the Roman Catholic chaplains - all this was brought forward and 
witnessed to the richness of God's grace in difficult times, 


Dr R. von Thadden, representing the German Church in Germany, spoke on 
the distress prevailing today and the particular task of the Christian Church, 
Frau Dr Kurz from Berne spoke to a very interested audience of her suggestions, 
for continuing the link between French and German pastors and congregations, 
the title of her address being "The Aims of the Knights of the Prince of 
Peace", 


There was a warm sense of fellowship with all the delegates and guests, 
who had cooperated for years in building up the prisoners' Church (0.Béguin, 
E. Blum and M. Pfister representing the Ecumenical Commission for Chaplaincy 
Service to Prisoners of War, Dr Maier and Dr Arndt from St. Louis, represent- 
ing the Lutheran Churches of America, the secretaries of the Prisoners' Aid 
Department of the Y.M.C.4., and several representatives of the French Protest- 
ant Church). 


A message sent to the World Council of Churches expressed how the time 
in captivity had enabled the chaplains to create among the prisoners under- 
standing and affection for its work, which means the unity of Christians of 


all nations, reashing beyond frontiers and barbed-wire,. BeP.eo. Geneva 
GERMANY The Church and Religious Instruction 


An article with the above title which appeared in the Berlin Evangelical 
weekly paper "Die Kirche"! (No. 24, May 1947), describes the work of arranging 
religious instruction in the schools of Berlin, 


"When in July 1945 the Russian Commandant allowed religious instruction 
to be given again in the berlin schools, on condition that such instruction 
was given "through Church channels", few people suspected what a great opport- 
unity this offered to the Church. Today, after more than eighteen months, we 
realise that the Evangelical Church thereby received one of the greatest and 
most important tasks in history. Religious instruction has started again in 
most of the schools in Berlin, and this has meant a period of very strenous 
work, It meant building up from scratch the organisation required for the 
teaching of over 250,000 children by about 1400 teachers and catechists, It 
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also meant overcsming all kinds of obstacles. Although the Allied Command 
had arranged that religious instruction could be included as a normal’ subject 
in the school curriculum, there was a considerable number of headmasters who 
did not conceal their opposition to such instruction and made difficulties. 
The school buildings were also in a bad condition, and during the coal short- 
age last winter the schools had to be closed altogether. Sometimes there was 
hardly time or room left for religious instruction and the Church authorities 
had to keep making fresh efforts. 


"In accordance with the orders of the High Command, the parents had to 
send a written declaration, saying that they wishes their children to receive 
religious instruction, Sending out the questionnaires to all the Evangelical 
parents certainly entailed a colossal amount of work, But through the inde- 
fatiguable loyalty of our catechists and church helpers it became a great 
work of evangelism among the people which brought the Word of God into many a 
home long estranged from the Church. Eighty-six per cent of the Evangelical 
parents asked that their children should receive religious instruction - a 
result which exceeded even the highest expectations, 


"it was not an easy task to find the teachers required for this instruc- 
tion. However, many pastors, pastors' wives and deaconesses leaped into the 
breach and volunteered for this new work. A large number (400) of ordinary 
teachers also gave religious instruction, although these lessons were not in- 
cluded in their duties and they were already overworked. But all this was 
still inadequate to meet the needs of 250,000 children, So courses were 
arranged, to train catechists. At present the courses are short - up to the 
present about 800 catechists have been trained in 18 courses - but we hope 
this summer to be able to open the "Seminary for Church Work", where students 


can take a regular two-years! training for their work," E.P.o. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Thousand Agricultural Specialists Needed for the 
Far East 


A plea to the Churches of America to send at least thousand highly- 
trained missionary specialists into Asia and the Orient during the next ten 
years, was voiced by Mr. John H. Reisner, executive secretary of Agricultural 
Missions, Inc. 


Mr. Reisner arrived in New York by plane at the end of May after com- 
pleting a seven-month air tour through Burma, India, China, Japm, Korea and 
the Philippines. His survey was made at the request of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America. Mr. Reisner called upon American Christians to 
"mobilise their great ideals and resources to help rehabilitate village life 
in the Asiatic countries", and proposed to send teams of missionaries and 
native Christians trained in agriculture, home economics, and religious educa- 
tion to rural communities to train them to help themselves. 4H.P.S. Geneva 


JAPAN First Post-War General Synod of the Episcopal Church 


The first post-war General Synod of the Episcopal (Anglican) Church in 
Japan was held on May 7, 1947 at Nara, the old time capital of Japm, known as 
the cradle of Japanese civilisation. The Most Rev. T. Sogai, Primate of the 
Episcopal Church in Japan was present as also Archbishop West-Watson, Primate 
of New Zealand, The 88 delegates represented the 260 Episcopalian communities 
in Japan, Among those taking part was an official delegation of laymen re- 
presenting the 10 dioceses of Japan. : BePaos Geneva 
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